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The GOVERNMENT, Sc. — 
the Unjuſt Aſperſtour of” Mr. TIT Ir, G. 


V et by meer accident with Mr. Tilly Sermon, I was 


willing to embrace the opportunity of giving it the 
reading, having heard ſome Character of the Man be- 
fore; which indeed made me expect fomething from him, utte- 
red at ſuch a Time and in ſuch a Place, that was extraordinary. 4 
Mr. Sacbeverel had near a Year and a half before him in arighty 
ſwelling Words run down the Diſſenters: And every now and 
then he ſhoots his Arrows, even bitter Words, againſt the 
Governours the Biſhops of the Church of England. Are theſe | 
(ſays he, p. 33.) the Wolves in Sheeps-cloatbing, that are to be 
invited Ar complemented, even by our Superior Paſtors, inte 
Chriſt's Fold to worry and devour it. Thus he ſpake evil of 
Dignities. One would have thought that a Man of an ingenu- 
ous and liberal Education, if not for the fake of the Order, yet 
in common Gratitude Chis Mother eating the Bread of one 
Biſhop by the favour of another) might have {pared ſuch a 
bitter Reflection, could he have made it out to be juſt and 
true. But upon the moſt ſevere examination, all the — 
ond and Complements uſed by the Biſhops towards the Diſſen- 
ters will be found to be only this: That preſently after King 
IV illiam came to the Throne, he appointed, by a ſpecial Com- 
miſſion, thoſe Biſhops who owned his Authority, together 
with hor Clergymen of Note, to draw out the Grounds: of 
the Separation; and to offer Expedients 1 in order to the heal-: 
ing our Breaches. But all this coming to nothing by the Lower 
Houſe of Convocation making this Reſolution, That no Alte 
rations were to be admitted; From that time to this there was | 


RY 


tho the healing deſign was let fall, yet the clamour againſt it 
is kept up to this Day : ; as if moſt of the Biſhops of the Church 
of England were intent upon nothing elſe We to bring the 


Biſhops ; and heſcin I was not deceived. But it was an aſto- 
niſhing thing to me to find him ſay y ing ſuch bitter things of that 
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bleſt Members of the Church o England, all that have any 


| publick Employment, Fcclefiaſtical, Civil or Military. At the 
Cloſe of his Sermon he has thele remarkable Expreſſions: I hat, 
. fays s he, can we do but hide our Faces in the Duſt, and confe ſs 


Righteous art then, O Lord, and juſt are thy Fudgments. bs 2, 


IR; =_— our Sins are great and numerous, and have deſerved it from 
I 
ſt Worſvip- in the 'W orld : © Our going off "from o. Old 


fr 1 Is „ and ſhuffling with our Conſciences; our trifling 
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1 C to our om Vanity, 40 ſecure our preſent little mncouſiderable 


— 
whe 


to Brand with the Infamous Title of Deſer ters of the Cauſe of 


their own ele But they may the better bear it, ſince 


| 20m Crimes. Good God Is this Char ge true Have the 
eminenteſt Members of the Church of England taken the Ab- 


— Oath againſt their ' Conſe czences only to fave their Places 


af nothing more done by any Churchman in that matter. But 


Venerable Body to which he belongs: For ſo far at the leaſt his 
Words extend, if they do not go farther, and reach the no- 


with. the deepeſt humility and dejection of Spirit before him. ; 


a Our Profaneneſs and Hypocziſie, e, our Nonproficiency under 
E oo means of Grace, in one of the beſt Churches, and under the 
* with Oaths, and bringing down the High and Holy Name of God. 
|| © Interefts. Before this, he charges thoſe whom he is Picaled: 
1 God and the Church, with ſnuffling and tricking with Cod and 


he is fo. free as to charge his own Body with the fame and 
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Diſſenters back to the Church by a moſt deftr uGtive Comprehen- a 5 
fon. Something of this Nature, 1 muſt confeſs, I expectec 
do find in Mr. Tilly's Sermon; an luvective, I mean, againſt the 
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and Preſtrments 3 (Chich muſt Jy 


Pa piſte and Facobites diſcharge their Venom. Their very 


theſe Res muſt needs expoſe her to the extremeſt hazard 


tor ſo publich an affront offered to the Body whereof Mr. Tilly ts 


NEE Es” nn A 


ability, to Vindicate the Church of England _ — umzu 5 
* Alperiio : TI O. DE Wer 30 | . 


the inſtance this General 
Charge is grounded upon:) Then it muſt be to their ſhame! 
owned, that they have Shuffled with their Conſciences and Tri- 


fled with their Oaths : But what will it then avail them to fay, 
\ that they are in one of the beſt Churches and under the pureſt 


Worſhip 1 in the World? ſince one ſuch Sin unrepented of will 
ruine their Souls hereafter, and whilſt they are here will make 
them the Scorn and Contempt of all their Adverſaries; unleſs 


they carry their Hy pocriſi e very cloſely. But certainly this 


Charge is as falſe as it is Black. All thoſe that go for Low: 
Churchmen cannot be ſuſpected as guilty of a Crime of this 
nature ; ſince their Zeal tor the preſent Eſtabliſhment 1 is very! 
well known, and the heartineſs they ſhewed in taking the 
Oath, has " miacke them the common Mark at which the 


Fears of the Churches Danger may be ſuppoſed to make 
them heartily compiy with ſuch Methods which are juſt 
ly looked upon as the beſt humane means to ſecure thi 
Church; ſince the giving way to a Papiſt to ſucceed. mn 


of being ruin d. And who can imagine that the Zeal they 
ex preſs to keep out one ſort of Enemies, ſhould not be as active 
to repel thoſe that are much worſe ? It a juſt Indignation then 


a Member, ſtirred up one (who had once hi Honour to: be of 
that Venerable Bo: {3 on whom he primarily lays this Heavy Load 
and who now, tho'm a mean Station, ſerves in the Church of 
England as a Diſpenſer of God's Ward and Sacraments:) Af, 
lay, a juſt Indignation ſtirred up ſuch a one to put the World 
in mind of the Inſolence of ſuch a Man, and, according to his 


13 4 1 
7 ruth and Soberneſs, he may eſcape the Cenſure of pious and 


Yeo Men; and what others ” think or ſhall ſay, he values not. 
Now before I come to conßder the Sermon it ſelf, tis fit 
chat due notice be taken of the Title; which 1 is this: The Na- 
ture and Neceſſity of Religions Reſolution in the Defence and Sup- 
12 ort of a Good Cauſe in times of Danger and Trial: Which 
ber he gathers from Solomon's Words, Prov. 24. 10, 11, 12. 
| | 
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ee they that pleaſe, pag. 4. of his Sermon. But I dare ſay, not 
| one in a thouſand would have dreamt of the Church of England, 
j and the Danger it is in, upon reading the Words of the Wiſe 
Man. But to let that pals. Thus much we learn, that the 
Church of England, which he means by his Good Cauſe, is in 
? great danger of being Rnined ; and in order to it, is put under 
ſſevere Trials, which requires all che Religious Reſolutions her 
Sons can put on to defend and ſupport it. 
Now if we ſhould be ſo inquiſitive as to ask what Trials ſhe 
1 now under? what Dangers do threaten her? Notwith- 
anding the exquiſi ite and lively ſenſe be has of things, he 
il] hardly bc able to ſatisfie unprejudiced Perſons that his Sug- 
eſtzons are free from Calumny and Slander. He will not, I be- 
eve, produce as an Argument of rhe Churches Danger, that 
Contempt and Obloquy which is every day caſt upon the Gover- 
Hours of it, the Biſhops, I mean, of the Church of England ; 
pbecauſe bh knows very et! "2a what Quarter theſe come: 
That tis He, and ſuch as He, who charge them with too for- 
| Pd and eaſie Compliances by Dain Props} als and Over tures of Re- 
fonciliation. How falſe this Charge is, their own Conſciences 
| | can tzchuſe but tell them. This I will venture to lay, that for 
earning and Piety, for a Conſcientious diſcharge of all the 
arts of their Epiſcopal Office, the Church was never bleſt with a 
Petter Sett of Biſhops than it now enjoys; tho the grcateſt part 
| n Were advanced to their Sees in the ORST of Times, as 


—— — 


| 
4 
4 
3 


ts * 


our worthy Author, is pleaſed to 18 nuate 850 of K. William 

of ever bleſſed Memory to be. Good God | that any Son f 

the Church of England ſhould offer to caſt a Blot upon bis Name | 

and Memory, to —_ Conduct, by God's Aſliſtance, tis owing, _ 
that the Proteſtant Church of England has a Name. and a. Bein ag 
amongſt us. But what Dangers are there now that threaten us: 

Is Popery , that formidable Enemy, like a mighty Torrent 
coming in upon us! Wce have great rcaſon indeed to fear from 
= that reſtleſs and powerful Party, all the diſturbance tis in their 
power to give. And 1 which God forbid, France pre. 
Vail lo far, as in ſpite of the Alliance, to ſettle Philip, on the 

Throne os Spain; the expectation of too many in. this King- 

dom, may to their own ſorrow, when tis too late ta repent, 
be anfwered.; and Popery and Slavery be brought in with their 

Abdlicated Free, to the utter ruin of our Conſtitution both in 
Church and State. But tho' for our unthankfulneſs for the 

Mercies we enjoy under the beſt of Princes, we may deſerve 

ſuch a Scourge, yet God, we hope, will not " puniſh us accord- 

ing to our deſerving, but will have regard to the Prayers and 

Supplications of thoſe amongſt us who mourn in ſecret for our 

unreaſonable Divifons. But the Dangers here meant, are, 

dare venture to ſay, not much feared to come from that Qua 
ter. I wiſh thoſe that are truly Popiſhly affected (and lch 
all thoſe onght to be eſteemed to be, that are for a Popiſh 

Prince) did not receive {o much encouragement, as tis {een 

they do, from thoſe that pretend a great Zeal for the Church. 

Once more, What Dangers are they that threaten us ? Why? 

Are wiedo blind-thas we cannot ſee a Cloud rift ing out of the 

North, which in a ſhort time will probably ſpread, it ſelf oer 

all the Engliſh [Horizon , and diſcharge. 1t-1elt, pen, us in an 

amazing Tempeſt of Rain, Thunder and Lightning? Io be 
a Presbytery is that Cloud, Which has already fallen 
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with ſueh ſeverity on the mura Church i in 18 lewd that it 


| has ld it up Root and Branch, and rendred it next to im- 


dle to flouriſh again in that cold Gli mate 
*/Whoever has a true Senſe of Religion, muſt be. concerned | 
ge the extirpation of that truly Ancient and Apoltolical Go 
vernment, even though it ſhould happen in the parts of the 


World the moſt remote from him: Sed tua res agitur paries cunt 


Pyoximus artet. When Presbytery ſhall lord it in our neighbou- 
ring Nation, this muſt needs create a Jealouſi e that the Diſſenting 


Party amongſt us may once more call in the Scots and in the ſtrug- 


gle for Dominion involve us in all the Miſeries of a Civil War. 


But notwithſtanding this ſee ming Appearance of Danger, he that 


drily. conſiders the Genius of the Engliſh Nation, particularly 


of the Gentry and Nobility thereof; how averſe they are to be 


brought "i any Diſcipline, more ſo to ſubmit to the Stool 
of Repentance ; as alſo her moſt Sacred Majeſty's firm Reſolu- 


tion to Support and Defend the preſent Eſtabliſhment ; the | 
Yo Impoſſibility of the Diſcipline meeting with any Encourage- 1 


ment in either Houſe of Parliament; except we could ſu 
fe the Churchmen (for of ſuch choke Auguſt Aſſemblies are 


enerally compoſed) would joyn with the Enemies of it to 
Ti themſelves: He, I ſay, that duly weighs theſe things, 
li and beßß des, that the Diſſenters themſelves, who now enjoy 


free uſe bof their Religion, (as much 20 they may affect 


| | N Dominion) will hardly venture at it whilſt they are ſurrounded 
SiS with fo many and fo diſheartning Difficulties ;) Tho' he may 


the ſad Eſtate of the Epiſcopal Clergy of Scotland, yet he 
py find no juſt Cauſe for any fears of an alteration here in 
England 1 in he Government of the Church. No! notwith- 


1 ſtariding the Bigotry of the Scots, we are ſafe enough, if we 
1 * the Grace to be contented with our Conditions, and 
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The Church ! The hab 2 
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to endeavour each one to ſupport and maintain the Ease 


an exemplary Life and Converſation; by putting up cut con 


her moſt Sacred Majeſty. Before I part with this Head of En 


the Church is in. en 4 al 2 


ſuch a thing as Cloſeting ; by menacing or enticing Space 


e 


by living up to its Rules; by out · ſnining our Adverſaries in 
ſtant Prayers to God for the chief Defender of it here on Earth, 


quiry, the Dangers the Church of England is ex poſed to, I 
cannot chuſe but reflect upon one that Churchmen (Lam ſorry; 
and aſhamed to ſay it) have brought. themſelves into; and 
that is by the unreaſonable Oppoſition a Party of Men have made 

againſt their Superiors, by endeavouring to wreſt out of the 
Hand of their Metropolitan, a Power, which has been wrgen 
futably made out, by the conſtant practiſe of Convocations, ta 
belong to Him. "The conſequence of which Conteſt, if rab 
ed in, muſt either bring . Abettors under juſt Cenſure, or 
they ſhould prevail, the two Houles of Convocation to a Cos 
dinacy; which how conhſtent it would be with the Conſtitutix 
of an Epiſcopal Church, let every indifferent Man judge. Boe 5 
this lays the Danger i near their own Door, that tis | 
perhaps that the Complainants will never own any thing of | this 
nature, as the Cauſe of their Fears. 80 much for the dange 
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Let us in the ſecond place enquire * Try * it is no ur 
der. By the violent Out- cries that ſome e one wg 
ignorant of the ſtate of our Affairs might de brought 
think that they are no flight Try als { the Church is put- ale 
But, God be thanked, the Miniſters of the Holy Okice (as th 
curſed Inquiſition is called) are not yet authorized here, t 
take into their clutches the poor Hereticks : Nor has Hall 10 
yet had an opportunity to lend his booted Apoſtles for 01 
Converſion: Nay we have not heard in theſe our Days, 


arnus frame onitancy to the Church. In harte 


80 


| "I [Tettors or Allurements, of any kind, have been . 


Were by the-preſent Gournment, to draw; any one-Alide from 
Iche Church of” England, 1s 0 ee a falſhood, that, me- 
Ichintes when vented from ſo publick a Place as an Univerſity ty- 
Fulbit, it ſhould not have been paſſed by, without ſome wh, 
Jof the diſguſt of that great — on the perſon. that uttered 
cock falls and malicious Reporr. 

180 much in general for the Subject matter of Mri. Tilly 8 5 
ion. Tris time now to enter into the Body of his Diſcourſe, 

and ſee how 1ngenuouſly he manageth his Point. It ſhall be 
none of my buſineſs to meddle with his Reaſonings We Points 
1 | (ihe lays down ʒ Whether his Proots be weak or convincing, and 
is way of handling them plain or obſcure, tis all one to me. 
N 1 I am concerned for is, his Reflections upon the Govern- 
his Invectives againſt Perſons of great Quality, and o- 
zo = FTE he takes the confidence to mark our for Renega- 
|. Woes from the Church: Should I add Epithets, and call his 
Reflections malapert and ſawey, falle and ſcandalous, his In- 
| 1 eaves bitter and malicious, he would be apt to term it rail- 
ig But might not-I reply upon him, as he does in another 
? | b baſe, Ts it not True? Do 1 charge him Fallely ; in this point ? But 
i whether he deſerves ſuch Imputations to be laid on him, I 
$eave others to judge, upon a ſerious peruſal of what he has 
N written. | 

8 _ \ rs. he ſays, I need not Herr 1 an 4 of this 
eral: Diſcourſe to our ſelves, and our own caſe at preſent. E . 
None that knows any thing of it, is convinced of the juſtice and 
2 F our Cauſe And " ths more be looks into it, the more he 
Will ſtill be atis fed that his Zeal towards it is highly religious 
d reaſonable ; ; and therefore bis Reſ olution to fland by it, ought to 


perpetual. Aud here we have reaſon to bleſs the good Providence 
© God that thole Men have always been, and ſtill are te be 
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Bagh of 0 on Church aud C onſtitution, that ande 1 200 
aul know the bottom upon which it is founded. 2 
In the Words I have quoted, he artificially DR We the 
Church of England and the preſent Conſtitution to be in dan- 
ger, by his aſſerting, that the Reſolution of its Fr iends to ſtand 
by ir ought to be perpetual ; he means, fixt. Had the, prox 
felt Enemies of it been cine in triumph through London 
Streets; as Pryn, Burton and Baſtwich were heretofore : who 
were cenſured in the Star-Chamber for Libels againſt the Hie- 
rarchy, he had had ſome reaſon for his Inſinuation: Or had 4 
Vote pailed | in the Houſe of Commons for turning the Biſhops 
out of Parliament, that they might the better Attend their 
Spiritual Fung ions; ; this might have raiſed his Fears: Ak 
though upon ſecond thoughts, I really believe ſuch pretended 
 Zealots for the Church would not have been much ſtartled ati 
ſuch News, which might have made way for the eſtabliſhing 
of that which they dream is the only method to ſecure; the 
Church in its preſent State : Or had bitter Remonſtrances of thi 
general Grievances of the Kingdom been preſented to her Ma 
jeſty, by the Commons of England, this might have made 
very ſanguine Man believe that the Church was ſtruck at. Bu 
when n of this nature, nor any thing like it, is tram 
acted; nay, when we have all the ſecurity which a realond 
ble Man can expect from her Majeſty for the preſent Eſtabli 
ment both in Church and State; to bid, Men ſtand up in d 
fence of the Church, looks ſo like the Trumpeters of Seditio 
in the late times of Cantal on, that 1 cannot chuſe but « C; 
ro mind the Preachments of Marſhal, Calamy, Young, "News 
men, and Spurflow, that Snectymnuus of old, Who by the 
canting up the good old Cauſe, made; way for that, effuſion 
Blood; which not long after follow ed. 1 were, © Churg 


men in their times; Lowrones indeed; pray G molle Ul N 
| 7 L 0 4 
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20 J 
ber Higkones, in theſe our Days, may not tread too far in 
cheir Steps; 1 mean, create fuch unreaſonable Fears and Jca- 
THF louſics, which 'may raiſe ſuch a Spirit of Diviſion amongſt us, 
i | W*may bring us under the Power of choſethar we all know are 
LY out invetetate Enemies. I heartily own that the belt Friends 
of our Church and Conflitution, arc thoſe that underſtand ir 
| beſt: But for all that, I Got {o far concur with him as to 
Ss fy, Thit every. one ho knows any thing of our Canſe, as he 
Ade ft, 53 cnc int ed of the Tuſtice© ard Firmnejs r eh or 
moſt evident it is, that a great many Diſſenters from the Chuteh | 
ate Bot ignorant of the grounds upon whicl- our Church is 

| built; and yet Rosen, Prejudice, Paſtion, or Interelt, Ay 
IK: feparate from us. 

F | it Fir enough, ſays he, P. 28. to make a Man 1 little afraitl 

1 7 of Hintſel o ſee the Rite of others, that have, by this means. 
Mi before him. (he means, by not looking to themſelves, by 
Welding to the temptations of Favour and Advantages) Men, as. 
be es on, that appeared once to have as much Integrity ant 
12 Fea ins 'good Canſe as any: That ſpoke as bravely and ated in 


+} He ceof it, and perhaps wrote for it; and whom all Men thought 
Far from "relinquiſhing it as thempelves : Yet How 
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1 (in another 
| i Atadder, to let the Vene Adepti into his meaning) have theſe 
| 'F ft len, 9 Terrors conld never have moved „ Yaielded at laſt to 


Ihe Jam: bones of theſe Lyons, how have we ſeen 


15 2 al away like Mater, till they could not ſpeak. 
The Word Conrtſhip may ſerve for a Key to let us into the 
| Lag er this general Reflection; which may intimate to us, 
| Dat Court. Prefer ment Was the Bait that took them off from tlicir 
 $Edfaſtneſs to the Church. Indeed Arguments of this kind 
| 1 he Difſenters are not in a condition to make uſe of. But 
| ſite We demand of him to make out his Charge, by aſ⸗ 


o Suit ig particular Inſtances ; he may perchance tell us 


this 


0 11 1 
would be too imviduous 3 task, and a dangerous one 0; 
expofing him to the ill conſequence of a Scandalum Mate: 
tums: But ſince the Fact is not notorious, tis a ſcandalous 
Charge; and ſince no ſuch Perſons ean be allieued, I aver it to 
be- utterly fe.” For about 30 Pages running he makes {o bold 


with the preſent Times 3 the preſent Government too, as if 
the Spirit of one of the chief Pulpit-Korabs of the late nme had 
entred into him. Theirs was the Cauſe of God „(as they cant- 
ed in thoſe days) and his of the Church. - Seditionl never 
wants a fair pretence. Whether he is wronged by: ithis:Cob» 
ſure, I leave it to every unbiaſſed perſon. III produce his 
Words at length, and beſtow upon them ſome ſhort Remarks. 
But before I do this, T'ſhall obſerve that what he ſays falls un- 
der one of theſe 000 Heads; his Complaints f 44 Gpvern- 
ment, and his Invectives againſt Perſons of Honour, that ate 
employed by it. His Complaints againſt the Government he 
freely owns ; "begging leave to diſtinguiſn upon the Word 
Governtnent; which may ſigniſie (as he ſays) either Her Ma- 
jefty's Perſon, or thoſe that are intrufted by her with the Admiui- 
ftration of Affairs. To call her Majeſty's Perſon the Govern-- 
ment, is a new way of ſpeaking. That her Majeſty is the Su- 
preme Governour, both in Church and State, every true Chuch 
of England-man heartily owns : and From the Reformation 
down to K. William's time, it "Was conſtantly owned by all the 
Clergy, in their Prayer before their Sermons: Why: it was in 
his Days, and is generally in Queen Ann's leſt out, let thoſe 
anſwer it that are guilty of the neglect. To return from this 
Digreſſion. This Diſcinction, 1 fancy, was form'd to bring in 
that Encomium, which we ſhall mect with hereafter,” that he 
makes on her moſt Sacred Majeſty. As to the other part off 
the Diſtinction, Thoſe that are enttuftetlogachaie Adiminiſtta- 
tion 
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Fe ” 
not approve; what every one of them ſhall . and execute. 

What he calls not approving here, ſome Pages before he owns to 
be complaining. How, ſays he, do we not wiſely to complain, if 
we have reaſon. for it > And that he has ſuch, he appeals, to all 


Men---- All the wiſe, Men of: the Nation, and tle common ſe "ſe of 
Fo Men. 

But what if he ſhould be:caſt in his And: : W hat if up- 
on the ſecret ſcrutiny no ſuch juſt Reaſon ſhould appear? Why 
N 4 then, by his own confeſtion, he 18 a Man of a 405 and vp 
| 4 | 1 ditions Spirit. 

Ass for his . againſt e of Honour; it by Charge 
be falſe; if they have not apoſtarized from the Church of Enc- 
laucd, but keep as ſtrictly to its Communion as ever they did, 
tho perhaps {ome of them have changed their Minds, as to the 
| Method of its defence and ſupport: What Cenſure does that 
| -odious Compariſon of his deſerve, where he compares them to 
the worſt Enemy's of the, Chriſtian Religion, the Antichriſts 
A 1 and falſe Teachers of old, by his aſſerting in the Words of 
St. John, that they newer were of us (i. e. of the Church of Eng- 

and) for if yo bad been truly of" us, they would no donbt have 
continued with us. 

I come now to give ſome few more of his worthy Seltenes 
a Edition; a third I ſhould ſay, (for I find Sedition 
ſells ſo well, that the Bookſeller has done that before me,) ſet- 
ting ſuch marks upon them as they deſerve. 
| ni Ihen we mention the danger and difficulty of F the Times, ſoould 

me do this withů a particular Reference and direction to our own, per- 
| haps we might offend. 
By his favour, tis paſt a en : and if his Offence docs 
not meet with a zuſt Recompence, tis a plain Argument of 
che mildueſs ofs the elan he makes ſo bold to com- 
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Pag. 33. TW ber ber we hade not 10 fuſſicient' in theſe evil 


Days | to complain] I appeal, ſays he, to all Men, beſides our 


Enemies,  all-the wile Men 3 the Nation, ond the common Senſe 
of boueſt ) Men. 


How Me ſhall come by the Opie oft all theſe wiſe and | 
honeſt Men, I can't tell: I doubt he has conſulted but very 


1 of them. However „yet his Acquaintance be as univerſal 


iz poſlible ; which tis an undeniable Truth, that neither the 


1 Religion, the Liberty, nor the Property. of: the Subject are in- 
vaded (which I tale to be the Cate of Eygland at preſent) not 


One wile and honeſt Man, much leſs All che wile and honeft 


Men of the Nation, can or will agree to the reaſonableneſs of 


making Complaints of {uch Tine 

Pag. 34. As for Prefer ment, we hape no Propoſals or Expo 
tions of Preferment will take us off from our Honour and Conſcrence, 
hom little ſoe der ſome Meu may feem to have that do enjoy it. But 


ſurely one wonld have thought theſe wile Men bad known the 


way to Preferment in theſe days a little better, and that tis not to 
eomplain but to comply. 

Pag. 35. Let them know, has? tis not Intereſt and Preferment, 
but Religion and Conſt Cience that oblig e us to behave our ſelves thus, 
(i. e. to complain) and to ſtand. wy in elt fence of onr Holy Churth 
and Conſtitution againſt the ill Nee of their Pr 1 and 


P raclices. 


Near 20 Years fince had this been ddlivertdby a grave 1 


by vine out of an Univerſity-Pulpit, it had argtied a Bode Zeal 
for the Truth; and his Reflections had been juſt.” But, God 


be thanked, in theſe times of Trial, inconſiderable were the num- 


bers, hom places either in Chutch or State warped: from their 
Conſtancy. On the contrary, reat numbers of thoſe very 


Men, whom he ty 1 to n artet: Wielr their 
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Holy con and Conſtitution ; and the very Men, {ome of 
them, whom he here points at, w ere in and before thoſe times, 
the moſt ſtrenuous Oppugners 'of opery, and Fanaticiſin chat 
ever the Church of England bred; Yet theſe are the Men, 
che ill effects of whoſe ele and Practices, They (5. e. 
the Body of the Univerſity,) are bound, as he lays, co ſtand. 
up againſt, If we now Enquire ot him, " wha thele Principles 
and. Practices are, ,W hieh ; m the conſequence may Prove ſo per- 
dnicious to our Church: Lam verily perſwaded, if he would 
Yi ingenuouſly ſpeak his mind, we thould find to be no other but 
what: tis much to the Honour ot a good Church-man to profeſs 
and practiſe ; Such are their great Zeal for the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion; and their Endeavours by the Methods of Meckneſs, ä 
Gentleneſs and Moderation; nay, Con deſcention too, as far 
as Honour and Juſtice will let em ſtoop, to win thoſe chat dil. 
dent from the Church. If I have miſtaken him, tis his buſineſs 
to ſet the World right in this matter. Theſe Men, as he ſtiles 
them, have of Jate been pretty well uſed to opprobrious Lan- 
guage : But methinks this Sermonizer might have had more re- 
gard to Truth and good Manners, than to have wounded the 
Government thro their Sides, by dow nright affirming that the 
May to Preferment in theſe days! is to Comply ; i. e. as he juſt 
Before plainly intimates, to part with their Honour and Con- 
ſcience for the obtaining of it. This Acculation 1 is ſo ſcanda- 


_ — . E i de bold to fay, tis a ney deal ee 


2 ag. 5228 4. for 1 \ Men ſay wy our 5 42 3 
eifrig ile Geperndient, we anſmer If; they Means, by tbe G0. 
7 (PRA; all thaſg who are entruſtedlavitſ aty bare of; the Anm 
'F affration,, 1386 may Hope in this coſe io be excaſed; ca, dell a5the 


1-282. do ot think GUN elves bond 72 Homupur 1 


E 1 15 J 
: 4 88 to approve what every one of them ſpall propoſe a 
execute: Tho' for their Office ſake, aud for our Conſcience ſake, N | 
are and ought to be tender of the ir Character. „ 
1 very well known why ſome High-Church-men, as they 
are called, have ſo light a regard for the preſent Miniſters of 
State; not for any Male-Adminiſtration, (which Malice it (elf 
n lay to their charge) but becauſe their Places are por | 
tilled up mw thoſe from whom they expect adyantages. For 
what reaſon they arc not replaced in their old Poſts, it becomes. 
not me to enquire. Tis enough to ſatisfie every modeſt Man 
that ber Majeſty thinks it expedient that others ſhould fill the 
Places they once enjoyed. If the preſent Miniſters are guilty 
of Miſmanagement, we have a Parliament at hand to call them 
to an account, and to make her Ma jeſty ſenſible how much 
both her ſelf and the Nation are abuſed hy them ; But tis an 
| intolerable inſolence for a private and obſcure perſon, ſuch, a8 
is the Author of this Sermon, to vent his complaints, in fue 
a manner, at ſuch a place, and ſuch a juncture of time 
when he has done, he wipes his Mouth, and thinks to make 
all whole again, by ſaying, that for their Office. ſake, and fo 
bis Conſcience ſake, he is and ought to be render of, the 
u e 
38. But if they mean b y the e The Ales 
ſacr 2 Perfpmc: far be their accuſation from us / Let. it be turne 
 agdinſt her 8 and thoſe, that hate 1 May ber; Name, an 
. Perſon be, for ever. highly bononred amongſt u, I it poſe 
ſhould ever: be the ar- of our dislike ar our effet lian She. 
Was tbe only ſtay f our hopes. in tbe worlt of. Times, aud ae | 


dependance and expectation iu theſell Vader phaſe Joadow, ape, 


ways ſaid we ſhould have reſt, ant ſhalt le ſurt tg-,;fiud it, ang 
1 oe der the preſent Intricacy and perplexity o 4 e 10 


2 ber Reign. For ſurely that native Goodneſs, and excellency 


2 


** 2 NG 


| Teiuper, improved whon the beſt Principles and Brande? "i that > 
firm Zeal 5c or the Honow of God and Religion, expreſſed ſo often 1 
ber ſu 4 and ain fur it; thoſe many ſerious al affectionate 
_profe all: don of her Tentecneſs to this Church, an ber declared reſo- 
7351 10 ſupport and encenrage the beſt Morkbes-s of it, can never 
be long withont the moſt glorious and bappy fruits. 1 ine they 
| maſt break" tl; rough all thofe diſadvantages that ſurronnel and at- 
"tend ber at preſent, and diſcover themſelves to the glory une 
Than of our Church and holy Religion, to the dif, apporitirent of 
our Enemies deſigns, and to the confuſion of their faves. 
1 "Tis obſervable, that in the late Times, (which ſome Mens 
of ſees and actions ſo nearly at this day (cho they would be 
© thought to have the greateſt abhorrence of them) reſemble, 
chat upon hearing the one and ſeeing the other, a Man can 
þ haf 1 0 chuſe but reflect upon the leading Reformers of thoſe 
15 tis, I fay, obſetvable, that in the late times, tho they 
l the bebe ſufſi ciently, yet whenever chey ſpoke 
the Ning, they did it with all the Reſpect imaginable. 
Ft Thus when the Scots were ready to make a es Invaſion in 
Þ England, he Nobility, Gentry, Oc. in their Petition to the 
q Rey Council of Scotland, © acknowledge his Majeſty” s Zeal 
ih * for maintaining the true Religion ; and that to call in que- 
9 . tion the fame, after ſo many re- iterated Profeſſions and Aſ- 
Fſeverations, could not but be an unchriſtian Diſtruſtfulneſs, 
e in them the height of Diſloyalty and Ingratitude ; pro- 
feſfing themſelves fully ſatisfied and perſwaded of his Maj e- 


1 


I. ſys Royal Zeal and Reſolution ; and that Malice and Be. 


1 

T traction could not prevail to make the leaſt Impreſſion in 
AIrckeir Loyal Hearts of Jealouſie and Diſtruſt; yet the Scotch 
. which theſe Men raiſed, fold their King to the Engliſh 
* he atfiqment not ove after. a e eee 


AY * s * 


theſe - 


 perplexes her Affairs? Why, if 1 gueſs right at his meaning, | 
e Occaſ which | 


tis the full ſtop that is put to the Occaſronal Bill; a Bill, 


But in Gods Name, what has her Majeſty, done; that be, 


if paſſed, would be the alone Support, and, Defence of this 


} Z 
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3 it when he was imetmonig ber Majeſty's firm Zea for * 
| the ofiour of God; her ſerious and affrctionate Profeſſions 
of tenderneſs 70 the Church of England, and her declared Re- 
utions to ſupport and encourage the beſt Members of it, 
E — ſhould neglect the mentioning that which 'is the Glory of her 
& Repn, wherein the had ene all her Royal Predeceſſaurs; 
ed not tell him I mean her graciouſſy beſtowing the Firſt- 
0 3 and Tenths for the Augmentation of the Maintenance of 
de poor Clergy. The Obligations for which moſt unparal- 
1 +; Favour, © may every true Son of the Church (as well 
Las the Convocation, who in their Addreſs promiſed ſolemn- 
1 * ty to do ſo) keep 10 freſh in his Memory, that they may 
i © conſtantly excite him to uſe his urmoſt endeavour to poſſeſs 
the People under his Charge, with a juſt Senſe of their 
great Happineſs in her Majeſty's Government. And may 
it Tkewiſe excite all the Dignified Clergy of the Nation to 
1 follow, as they. are able, ſo noble a Pattern, by augmenting, 
. as often as opportunity” offers, che Vicaridges in their Gifts. 


} 


Having gone through the moſt material Reflections he Akt 
on the Government ; I ſhould proceed to his Invectives againſt 
19 4 of Honour, rin which he fills about fi teen Pages: 

BZut he muſt pardon me if I conſult fo far the Readers eaſe, as 
to paſs them over; ſince the enlarging upon it can ſerve to no 
other end, than to ſhew the Virulence and Malignity of his Spi- 
rit, in charging Men with deſerting the Cauſe of God and | 
© Religion, af which yer he is not able to give one fingle In- : J: 
ſtance. Ler kim name any Man of Note, if he can, who has 
i iv Eft the Communion of the Church, and has gone Deer to the 
© Diffenters ; If he cannot, With bar Conſcience does be char vge 
creat numbers with "ſifting and changing, at ö no leav wing 4 
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3 EN | 
enl; ghthing Ar gumenti * a good Place, "and with totall) * deſ, ſer ting | 
them; with utterly renounc ing a good Canſe ; with being falſe 7 

God, to their own Conſci ciences, and our excellent Conſtitution f But, 

good Man! he means no more perhaps by this terrible Ours 
cry, than their diſagreement | in Opinion about the Methods of 
ſecuring the preſent Eſtabliſhment. I always thought that if | 
Man had ſubſcribed to the Thirty une Articles, and lived! in 
conſtant Communion with the Church of Englaud, he ought 
to be reckoned as a Member of it: But now a-days, it ſeems, ö 
there goes more than that to make a High- Church-man. If he has } 
not the Courage or the Confidence to lake the Conſtitution, | 
and to endanger the publick Tranquility, to ſecure the Church 1 
by keeping Hypocrites out of it ; (which yet ſome good Men | 
are truly perſwaded can hardly be done) he deſerves not the 
Character of a true Member of the Church of Eng land, Ac. 

cording to ſome. A Man of a tender and a; charitable Spirit, 
it ſeems, he cannot bear withal, if he ſhould chance to ſhew It |} 
towatds thoſe he calls a Generation of Vipers, a Race of V ilains. f 
Soft Words, I beſeech you, leſt the Author of the Low- | 
Church- Man, your particular Friend, ſhould be wounded by 
you in the heat of your Paſſion; who both by Father and 
Mother's fide is a Dfsendagt from thoſe V; pers, from thoſe } 
Villainc. He makes ſeveral Excuſes for thoſe that he charges 
with py 85 COR, and ranges them into ood | 


: contented to Find his ber 


coaches ; ber, as be oo "all as 
ile and haz 71 Me W i 228 12 


n 


A Way. 


| tc every day able to give ach 1 Reaſons: againſt N 
them. But, methinks, when he has condemn'd them of Filly. 
and Knavery by the concurrent conſent of all wiſe and honebt 
Jes; tis inſulting a little too much, to bid them be able and 

11 12% to ſhew their Reaſons for their change; which he has al- 
: Teady Pre: concluded to be nothing elſe but fooliſh or knawi/ 
Ones. He ſeems to have agerrible dread upon him on the ac- 
count of the Churches being on the brink of ruin : However, 
lays he, if ſhe miſt be always ſuffering, always conflicting with 
| ber Exenties , Jet et ber ſtill be ever untainted in her Loy yalty. 
Let afterwards, when he was winding up the whole Matter, 
he makes no (cruple to ſtir up his Auditory by thele remarka- 
ble Words : To the end, lays he, that we be never courted from 5 
ou: Duty by an Favours, nor frighied by any Terrours of the 
World : Let ; Ys. ariſe and [2 of good Courage (Paſſive Obedience 
13 A. Principle at preſent uſeleſs) at ſuch a time as this is more 
6] well: Let us play the Men for our People, and for the Cities 
1 if G 5 . i. e. Let1 us ſheath our Swords in the Bowels of 
e, which is the true Scripture· notion of playing 
| the Men. Tl the young Men now ariſe, ſays Abner. to Toab, 
WH 2nd Play before us ; and they can t every one his fellow by the 
1 22 and vor] his ſword in his fellows ſide, 2 Sam. 2. 14, 
A Tis a bold Undertaking, I confeſs, to attack a Man, 
9 3 (as he expreſſes himſelf) with bis whole Fanoply of 
EY but finding upon a ſtrict ſurvey of him, not one 

piece about him of St. Pauls Armour, I took heart 'of grace, 
1 and have ventured to do it. How well I have ſucceeded 

ia my attempt, let others judge. 

3% $ Tho' there are in his. Sermon a great many more things lia- 
| Wet to cenſure, yet here I will make a full ſtop. For it 1 
f 1 not ſufficiently made good my Change, againſt him ; 1 


ſt difpair of ever doing it. Thus far, I hope, we are 
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both agreed, that the Church of England is the beſt conſtitu - 


5 | : ted Church in the World; (though forall that I do not think 


her Infallible;) and that every one of its Members ought to 
be zealous for its Support. But here we differ: One is for op- 
poſing as much as poſſible he is able, and the other is (not 
for ſoothing and encouraging in their ill Practiſes, but) for 

dealing mildly and gently with thoſe who oppoſe themſelves. 
Let us convince them by our Carriage, that we are not Ene- 
mies to their Perſons, but their Errors. Let our Arguments 
be as ſtrong as we can bring; but let them be cloathed in ſoft 
and obliging Terms : And when we have done all, and they. 
will hold their own , let us leave them to anſwer for it to 
God. This for their Errors : As for the Deſigns he ſuggeſts 
they have to ſettle themſelves, and overturn our Conſtitution, 
let us leave the confounding them to thoſe that are in Authori- 
ty; whoſe Zeal for the Church no one can have any juſt Rea- 
ſon ta queſtion. — | 
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